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Dear Eagle Heights Families,

Happy February! It is hard to believe that we are now surpassed the
halfway point of the school year. The groundhog did not see his
shadow on February 2", so that should mean that Spring is coming
soon!

It has been a very interesting winter as the weather continues to change drastically from one day to
the next. Please ensure that you check the weather in the morning to ensure that your child is
dressed appropriately for the day ahead. If inclement weather exists, please be sure to check the
Thames Valley website (www.tvdsb.ca) or My Big Yellow Bus (www.mybigyellowbus.ca) for
transportation updates.

Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration is well under way. We have had many families come in and register their
children for Kindergarten. I f you know of anyone
done so as of yet, please encourage them to call the school or come into the office to register their

child prior to February 7, 2020. This is vitally important as we will be looking at our numbers for next

year which directly impacts our staffing.

High School Registrations

Our Grade 8 students are just finishing registering for high school. This is a very exciting time for our

grade 8 students as they are getting ready for high school and selecting their courses for the

upcoming school year. We wish our grade 8 students the best of luck with choosing their destiny.

Should youhaveanyquesti ons, please do not hesitate to ca
for more information.

Staffing Updates

Mrs. Henry has left our office team for a short time to assume a position with the CUPE local. In her
absence, Ms. Jessica Downie has joined our office team. Mrs. Winders has assumed the
Administrative Secretary position while Mrs. Henry is away. We also welcome Mr. Baldassarro to the
Eagle Heights staff. Mr. Baldassarro has taken over for Mr. Williams in his grade 4 class for a short
while.

Reminders

Just a reminder about sending treats with your child on special occasions. Please
remember that we have many severe allergies in the school. Unfortunately,
homemade baked goods are not an option as we cannot guarantee that they are
nut free, or have been prepared in a nut free environment. All treats must have
the peanut free symbol on the label in order to be served. We greatly appreciate
your cooperation in keeping all of our students safe.



http://www.tvdsb.ca/eagleheights
http://www.tvdsb.ca/
http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/

Parking

Our team has been working very hard to keep our parking lot safe for students as well as to ensure
that we have enough spots for our staff to park. Please note that the upper parking lot on the east
side of our building is designated for staff parking as well as for anyone who requires handicap
parking and has a parking pass in their vehicle. All other vehicles are encouraged to secure a
parking spot in the lower parking lot or at Cherry Hill mall. Thanks so much for your cooperation!

Start of School Day

This is a reminder for all parents/guardians that school starts at 9:10 a.m. It is imperative that your
child is on time and ready for learning. When your child misses the beginning of the day, they are
missing out on key learning expectations being outlined for the day and missing the beginning of
lessons. This is detrimental to their learning. Establishing a pattern of being present and on time is
so important for children.

Just a reminder of the Family Day holiday on Monday February 17, 2020. We hope that you take
this opportunity to spend time as a family and treasure your time together!

We wish you and your family a great February!
Sincerely,

Mr. K. Overeem, Principal
Mrs. A. Santos and Dr. J. Brown, Vice-Principals

Eagle Heights Happenings

Kindergarten Corner

Mrs. KipMser Briamds FDK students were treated to
Medicine’s medical students. They | earned all &
and themselves. As part of the Teddy Bear Hospital Project, medical students educate young

children about what happens when they go to see a doctor.
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Tim Hortons opens an Eagle Heights Location!!

Mrs.Pay-Martin and Ms. Attril’s class have opened
have had fun serving up treats to their classmates and special guests like Mrs. Santos. They use

a Rekenrek to calculate the price and give their customers change. What an amazing learning
experience!

Equity and Inclusion Board Presentation

On January 28 we were given the privilege of being asked to speak about our amazing school at
the Thames Valley District School Board Meeting. We gave a presentation about equity and
inclusion at Eagle Heights. We spoke about our excellent team of ESL educators, our work with
community partners like the Muslim Community Centre and our Settlement in Schools Workers
(SWIS). We also spoke about using technology to help enhance learning with platforms like read
and write for google as well as google translate. Our LEARN - Literacy Enrichment and
Academic Readiness for Newcomers- program was highlighted by System Principal Mary Roes.
LEARN is an intensive program for grades 4-8 students who have little to no prior schooling. We
also spoke about our amazing school council that has grown to 15 members including
newcomer families from various cultures to increase awareness and family voice in the school.
Lastly, we were very fortunate to include input from two grade 8 students about what they love
about Eagle Heights. Ayah and Mahi were very poised and we were so proud of their
performance.



Home Connections in

Mathematics

February 2020 -Children’s Literature and
Mathematics

We have known about the importance and benefits of reading
with our children for a long time. Children’s literature can be a
rich source of learning mathematics at all levels, not just
primary. Using literature helps to meet the needs of all learners
and accommodate a range of learning styles. The use of
literature should continue throughout the junior years as
stories help to bring mathematics to life. Students of all ages
love stories and love to talk about stories. When teachers and
parents use literature with a mathematical connection, they
help students learn to “talk mathematics”. Good stories
provide good opportunities for math talk. Author and
researcher, ReLeah Cossett Lent asserts that background
knowledge is the glue that makes learning stick. “Picture
books, sometimes known as children’s books, aren’t just for
little kids anymore. Surprisingly, picture books contain more
rare words per thousand words than prime-time television or
the conversation of college graduates. Picture books build
background through visual images as well as through words, an
especially important factor for this generation of visual
learners” (Cossett Lent).

Literature can be used in numerous ways to create challenging
math problems with a variety of entry and exit points. For

| example, in the magical Chinese folktale,
Two of Everything (Hong, 1993), a couple
finds a pot that doubles whatever is put
into it. Children can be challenged with
how many people would be in their family
if the entire family fell into the Magic Pot. Children of all ages
can use a variety of strategies to solve this problem. Youcan
also extend the activity by changing the Magic Pot to tripling
what is put into it, and so on.

A variety of non-fiction (books, newspapers, magazines, the
Web) literature can be used in teaching mathematics. They are
all great sources for problems that have the added benefit of
helping students make connections to the world around them.

One excellent online math site and resource for children’s
literature and mathematics is the Erikson Institute Early Math
Collaborative. We have included here an example of 3
children’s books that build an understanding of equivalency.
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-
understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-

concepts/

“Long before young children are writing equations with the
equal sign, they are exploring how amounts that look different
can actually be equivalent.

Ideas about equivalence develop through everyday, concrete
experiences that require children to find something that is the
same as something else. Imagine a child figuring out how to fill
a space in a block structure when the desired shape is not

available (two isosceles right triangle blocks are the same as a
square block) or sharing colored candies with a sibling (my 3
reds and 1 yellow are the same as your 2 reds and 2 yellows).

The following bocoks offer engaging visual representations of
equivalence—in the form of balance and equivalent
representations of numbers.”

Balancing Act
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Another great book is The Warlord’s Puzzle by Virginia Walton
Pilegard, where children can explore spatial, gecometry and
fraction concepts using tangram pieces.

Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets by Hena Khan,
celebrates the shapes—and traditions—of the Muslim world

For students of all ages, literature resonates with their
experiences and imaginations, making them more enthusiastic
about solving the related mathematics problems and more
likely to learn and to see mathematics as a useful tool for
exploring the world.

Here are some great links to children’s literature and activities

to go with them. Also be sure to check out your school and
local library. Have fun!

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/

https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-
foster-love-math

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-
for-kids.html




