
 
  

 

 

November Newsletter 
 

 

 

Principals Message 
 
Dear Eagle Heights Families, 

We have now officially completed two months of school and it has been a very busy, but exciting two months. 

There is a lot of great learning going on in all classrooms and we thank the Eagle Heights staff for their 

commitment to student learning and to our continued work on our Reading and Math goals. For math, we 

continue to support students with additive reasoning focusing on using number lines and decomposition as 

models for showing flexibility with numbers. For reading, we are supporting students to improve decoding so 

that they are able to read more fluently in turn, having better comprehension of the text. Please be sure to take 

the time to observe the work posted outside of classrooms to gain a better understanding of models that 

students can use to show their understanding of numbers. If you have questions about our new math learning, 

please be sure to connect with your child's teacher.  

On Friday, November 8th, Kindergarten students receive their first Communication of Learning (Initial 

Observations) and Grade 1-8 students receive their Progress Report Card. This report gives students and 

parents an idea of how well students are doing in the areas of curriculum as well as learning skills and work 

habits to this point in the term. The reports focus on key learnings, strengths and next steps for learning. 

Please take some time to read the comments and next steps and to set goals with your child to work on for the 

remainder of this term. 

November 15th is a P.A. Day that has been established for Parent/Teacher interviews. A notice will be sent 

home in your youngest child’s report card with information on how to set up the interview with your child’s 

teacher. Please adhere to the guidelines and timelines that have been established to secure an interview time. 

The interview is an opportunity to sit down with your child’s teacher to ask questions, celebrate successes, 

raise concerns and assist your child in establishing attainable goals moving forward. 

Dressing for the Weather 

As our weather begins to change, please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for what the weather 

may bring. Only in extreme conditions such as pouring rain, or extremely cold weather, do we keep students 

inside for recess. You should always assume that students are heading outside for recess each day and plan 

accordingly for the weather. 

We would like to remind parents as the weather changes that we need to keep our halls clear and as free of 

traffic as possible during the instructional day.  We need students to focus on what is happening in the 

classroom rather than the conversations and happenings in the hall. We ask that parents please use the 

drop off and pick up locations that have been established to help us keep the halls clear and allow for safe 

drop off and pick-ups of all students. Thank you for your consideration and respect for the instruction that is 

going on in all of our classrooms. 

On November 11th, Eagle Heights students will recognize Remembrance Day in a school assembly. It is so 

important that students learn about and acknowledge the many veterans who have sacrificed their lives or are 

currently serving our country.  We are all so lucky to live in a country with so many opportunities and freedoms. 



We hope that you and your family have a wonderful November and we look forward to seeing you and chatting 

with many of you in the upcoming weeks. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. K. Overeem (Principal), Mr. M. Waters and Mrs. A. Santos (Vice Principals) 

 

Dogs On School Property 

Many families love to include their family dog in the walk to and from 

school. This is just a reminder that dogs are not allowed on any 

Thames Valley properties. Signs are posted in several locations 

around the property. Please note that if you choose to include your dog 

in the walk, establish a meeting place just off of school property to 

meet your child so that this can happen. Thanks for your 

understanding. 

 

Parking - Safe Arrival and Dismissal 
 

We have a few complaints about parking from some of our neighbours. 
If you are parking on Foster Ave. or any of the streets surrounding the school, 
please ensure that you are not blocking any of the drives of the houses on 
that street or any other street. We have received pictures of cars blocking 
drives and the Commissionaires Office has been notified. We greatly 
appreciate your help with this matter. 
 
We have also had a complaint from our neighbours at 304 Oxford Street of people parking in their drive. This is 

a private property and unfortunately can not be used for school parking. Please refrain from parking in this 

lane. There is plenty of parking at Cherry Hill mall and the mall manager has been very gracious in allowing 

parents to park there during drop off and pick up times. We greatly appreciate the relationship that we have 

built with Cherry Hill mall! 

 

 



As the weather gets colder outside things are really starting to 
heat up at Eagle Heights! 

 
Raptors Sports Roundup  
 
Cross Country  
This fall, Eagle Heights sent 75 athletes to the regional meet at Gibbons Park to compete in Cross 
Country.  Our runners showed great sportsmanship and represented our school proudly. Congratulations to all 
runners who competed. Gavin Goddard and Chase Thompson moved on to the TVDSB finals at Fanshawe 
Conservation Area on October 23rd where they competed against the top runners in TVDSB. Both boys 
finished in the top 20. Way to go boys! And a special thank you to Mrs. Craig and Mrs. Compton for their hard 
work with the team this season! 
 

 
 

Girls Volleyball 

The girls’ volleyball team is off to a successful start with 4 wins and 2 losses. They have three games left 
in the regular season before they head to the playoffs on November 18th.  Good luck girls!  
 

 
Boys Volleyball  
The boys’ volleyball team have had a successful start to their season.  They are coming together and 
developing their skills both individually and as team.  As the team moves into the second half of the season, 
the coaches are excited to see the boys play strong and collaboratively together. Their record so far is 5 wins 
and 1 loss. We are excited for the boys to shine and show their true Raptors spirit! 
 



 
 

Happenings Around the School 
 
On October 22nd the grade 1s in Mrs. Lapadat and Mrs. Nalywaiko’s class were treated to a visit from the  
St. John ambulance therapy dogs. The classes were studying living things in science and learned about the 
dogs’ role in the community. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The grade ones were visited by Mad Science where they had fun learning about structures.  
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=RckSfh%2bu&id=94EFDE0DECACEDD9096F55EB566C86FE2256C5B6&thid=OIP.RckSfh-urkWiDiwLSMHdCgHaGY&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2f4.bp.blogspot.com%2f_3RBTmGiLfWw%2fTLMM_8MrlsI%2fAAAAAAAAAGE%2fxTiMII7AJX4%2fs1600%2fMad_Science_Logo_3D_L%2b(Medium).JPG&exph=689&expw=800&q=mad+science&simid=607986296794844812&selectedIndex=1


EQAO Results 

 
We have received the annual standardized test results for our grade 3 and 6 students.  

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events  
 
November 4 - Home and School Meeting @ 6:15 p.m. 
 
November 6 - Grade 8 Trip to Banting Secondary School for ‘Grade 8 High School for a Day’ 
 
November 14 and Friday, November 15 – Parent Teacher Interviews in the evening 
 
November 15- PD Day  
 
November 20 – School Council Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. 
 
November 21- @ 2:30 p.m. High School Parent Session with the SWIS worker 
 
November 25 – Grade 7 vaccine clinic in the morning  
 

 

 

Check Out Our Website 

We have a new website. Information will be posted on our new website. Please check back on a 

regular basis as we upload more and more information. For event information and regular updates, 

please go to the Eagle Heights Calendar. If you subscribe to this page, you will get email 

notifications every time a new event has been added. 

https://eagleheights.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx 
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                  EQAO Results  

The percentage of students who met or 

exceeded the provincial standard is 

represented in the bar graph. For more 

detailed information on how the school 

performed please visit the EQAO website 

@ www.eqao.com. 

https://eagleheights.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Generated Algorithms 

For most of us as adults, learning to add, subtract, 

multiply, and divide involved learning standard methods 

and algorithms.  Many adults are proficient in these 

procedures but many are not and still struggle to be able 

to justify how to be certain that the resulting solutions 

made sense. 

As students learn to understand operations situations 

and develop ways of solving operations, they move from 

counting to reasoning to mastery.  The development of 

number sense involves learning reasoning strategies to 

make sense of calculations.   

For example, a reasoning strategy for handling 32 – 9 

could include a method called compensation, where we 

subtract too much and put back the extra that we took. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student using this strategy is comfortable adding and 

subtracting by 10 and knows that 9 is just one less than 

10; this knowledge makes it easier to access a more 

complex calculation. 

So, while many of us invested considerable time and 

effort working with standard methods, student-

generated or ‘invented’ methods act as bridges toward 

mastery and are instrumental to developing number 

sense. 

Students who generate their own strategies: 

1. Make fewer errors; 

2. Require less re-teaching; 

3. Develop number sense; 

4. Foster stronger mental computation and 

estimation skills; 

5. Often calculate more efficiently than those using 

standard algorithms; and 

6. Feel more confident about their own abilities. 

So, encourage sense-making as your child attempts 

calculations, the methods they use and continue to refine 

will support their development as successful 

mathematicians!  

For more information and reading please check out the 

following resource at the link below.  

Learning Mathematics Vs Following Rules 

 

Remember, have fun! 

 

 

 

Home Connections in 

Mathematics  

 

http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/Lawson.pdf

